 The propriety and legality of the money provided to fund the UNESCO-Obiang Prize is in question, with official prize establishing documents contradictorily attributing funding of the prize to both a previously unknown foundation and the government of Equatorial Guinea.
iv President Obiang and certain of his family members and close associates are subjects of ongoing criminal and civil proceedings related to alleged money laundering and corruption in France, Spain and the US.
 Inquiries with UNESCO's Internal Oversight Service Investigation Section (IOS) reveal that UNESCO currently has no process to screen funds to prevent money laundering, and so cannot ensure it does not accept funds that are the proceeds of corrupt practices. IOS declined to investigate a formal complaint filed by the Justice Initiative and three partner civil society organizations in June 2010 which documented these concerns. Guinea co-hosted the high profile Africa Cup of Nations. The total cost of the tournament is not publicly known, but renovating one stadium, building another and constructing a road to it cost $100 million alone, according to the government's own reporting.
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The country, with a population barely reaching 700,000, also boasts more than half a dozen luxury presidential palaces (built or under construction). xix
Oppression and Rights Abuses
In August 2010, President Obiang's government executed four political dissidents after kidnapping them from exile in neighboring Benin and convicting them in a summary military trial, based on confessions that, according to Amnesty International, had been extracted under torture. In January 2010, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Manfred Nowak, "found that torture [was] systematically used by the police forces against persons who refuse to 'cooperate'-persons suspected of political crimes as well as suspects of common crimes" and noted that some prisoners suspected of political crimes were being held in solitary confinement for up to four years, almost always shackled at the legs. xx Civil rights and political freedoms within the country are heavily repressed. In November 2011, human rights groups complained that a referendum to amend the constitution and strengthen Obiang's rule was "deeply flawed" and was marred by numerous irregularities and voter fraud. In a supposed multi-party democracy, only a single opposition party, Convergencia para la Democracia Social (CPDS), has representation in parliament --holding only one of the parliament's 100 seats. CPDS campaigners frequently face intimidation and harassment by police and are limited by the ruling party's monopoly on power, funding and access to media. 
